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appearance than it has heretofore done, the Cabinet contains
men of character, of experience, and of great acquirements,
and Clarendon, -who has just taken his seat among them and
has added to it a good diplomatic reputation, tells me that
they are not only very united, agreed in general principles,
and only differing to an extent that any thirteen men must
occasionally differ on particular points; but that they are as
Conservative a Cabinet as possible. And so, no doubt, they
are in their hearts and wishes, and so they would be, if the
Conservatives would allow them to keep their places, and
give them strength enough to maintain Conservative inte-
rests. It is impossible to doubt that the best thing that
could happen in the present situation of the country would
be the continuance in office of the present Government, with
the consent and acquiescence of the Tories, so long as they
administered the government on just, moderate, and con-
stitutional principles, and with a full understanding that any
departure therefrom would be followed by their unrelent-
ing hostility. But this would require a large amount of
patriotism and self-denial from a great party, who, besides
a consciousness of strength, have their minds Ml of bitter
animosity, and an impatience for party victory, and the
acquisition of official power 5 and in their eager desire for
revenge and triumph, they overlook all considerations, and
axe ready to incur any risk and take all consequences,
As far as the state of public affairs is concerned. Ministers
have not at all a bad case to bring before the country. The
great interests, on which the eyes of the world have been
fixed, are prosperous and ably administered. Ebrington in
Ireland, Auckland in India, and now Poulett Thomson in
Canada, have contributed in their different ways to the
favourable expos6 of the Government, nor is there any point
on which they are particularly vulnerable, or any grave
reproach to which they have rendered themselves obnoxious.
But all this will not avail to make them strong, or render
their tenure of office secure and permanent. They are not
popular, all parties distrust them, none believe that they
have any fixed principles from which no considerations would